Tackling domestic violence and abuse:
What is the role of the healthcare professional working with people with
multiple sclerosis? A qualitative study.

Sue Britt, School of Health Sciences, University of Nottingham

Suzanne.brittl @nottingham.ac.uk
Supervisors: Dr Nikos Evangelou (Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust)and Dr. Charley Baker (School of Health Sciences)

Supported by a grant from The Horne Family Foundation

Domestic violence and abuse (dva) has significant implications for health and
@ society, with women being disproportionately affected. Mistreatment includes
F._g physical violence, but also economic, emotional, and psychological abuse.

Survivors may face stigma, especially when seeking help. People with
disabilities are at greater risk of experiencing dva and disabled women are
Why is this especially vulnerable. Social isolation and prejudice, limited support, physical
important? and financial dependence on abusers all mean that responses cannot be the
same as for those without disabilities. Healthcare professionals (hcps) have a
key role to play in this response. Multiple sclerosis care is one area requiring

further research.
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